Ligneous cervicitis and endometritis: A gynaecological presentation of congenital plasminogen deficiency.
Congenital plasminogen deficiency is a rare autosomal recessive condition. Plasminogen deficiency is thought to result in an inability of fibrin breakdown and therefore accumulation of fibrin and formation of ligneous changes. Ligneous lesions can form on a number of mucosal membranes including the cervix and endometrium. We report the case of a 25-year-old woman with type 1 plasminogen deficiency with ligneous cervicitis and endometritis and her treatment and clinical course over the last few years. We then review the current literature of ligneous cases of the female genital tract and discuss available treatment options. We found 30 reported cases of ligneous lesions affecting the female genital tract, with the cervix being the most affected part. A number of treatment options have been tried by our patient and other cases in the literature. These include use of the combined oral contraceptive pill, fresh frozen plasma infusion, topical plasmin and plasminogen and trial use of plasminogen concentrate. This is a chronic condition requiring a multidisciplinary approach. There is currently no definitive treatment for the condition, current trials with plasminogen concentrate replacement therapy may provide a promising option for these patients in the future.